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TRANSECTS Earns Gold at 2025 QS Reimagine
Education Awards for Transforming
Sustainability Education By Marlis Merry

We are excited to announce that TRANSECTS has
been awarded Gold in the Sustainability in
Education: Literacy category at the 2025 QS
Reimagine Education Awards. 

The QS Reimagine Education Awards celebrate
global initiatives that transform learning and
create meaningful impact, and the Sustainability
Education Literacy category recognizes
innovative approaches to advancing
sustainability education. Over 1600 applications
were submitted worldwide across 18 categories. 

Marlis Merry (TRANSECTS Program Manager,
University of Saskatchewan) was honoured to
represent TRANSECTS at the QS Reimagine
Education Awards from December 1  to 3  in
London, UK, and showcase the partnership on a
global stage. Her presentation, titled “TRANSECTS
Transforms Lives”, featured testimonials from
alumni and partners to amplify voices within the
network and highlight the transformative, real-
world impact of TRANSECTS.

st rd

The award announcement is available on the QS
Reimagine Education website and on LinkedIn.
Read more in this article by University of
Saskatchewan Research highlighting this
accomplishment.

Image: Marlis Merry represents TRANSECTS at the 2025 QS
Reimagine Education Awards. Submitted by Marlis Merry.

New Video Series: Day in the Life of BR
Practitioners  By Marlis Merry

TRANSECTS is excited to release a new video
series, titled “Day in the Life of BR Practitioners.”
This series features practitioners from
Desnianskyi Biosphere Reserve (Ukraine),
Dublin Bay Biosphere (Republic of Ireland),
Kruger to Canyons Biosphere Region (South
Africa), and Vhembe Biosphere Reserve (South
Africa), and aims to showcase and connect
Biosphere Reserves and Regions around the
world by sharing their diverse projects and
activities through a practitioner lens. TRANSECTS
sincerely thanks everyone involved,  and the
series can be viewed on our YouTube channel.

We thank QS Reimagine Education and the
2025 judges for being recognized among such
outstanding initiatives. It reinforces our
commitment to advancing sustainability
education, transforming practice, and
empowering learners to lead as sustainability
changemakers. We look forward to building on
this success and continuing to work
collaboratively toward our shared goals.

Image: TRANSECTS awarded gold in the Sustainability
Education: Literacy category of the QS Reimagine
Education Awards. Submitted by Marlis Merry.
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TRANSECTS Launches First Continuing
Education Module: Building and Nurturing
Partnerships By Marlis Merry

TRANSECTS is pleased to announce that we have
successfully run our first Continuing Education
Module: Building and Nurturing Partnerships.
This module was offered between December 1
and 17 , 2025, at no cost to learners. The
module was designed for learners to complete
over 10 hours, exploring sub-topics such as
readiness, partnership types, collective thinking,
relationship building, reflexivity, and creating
inclusive spaces. Over 230 learners from 18
countries expressed interest in the module, and
small groups of 2 to 4 were organized to work
collaboratively on selected activities. The topic
of the pilot module, Building and Nurturing
Partnerships, was selected from a continuing
education framework for skills and practices in
transdisciplinary work and collaborative
research. The team is in the process of
reviewing feedback from the pilot. If you are
interested in upcoming Continuing Education
offerings, email TRANSECTS@usask.ca to join
our mailing list. 
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Image: Advertisement for TRANSECTS Continuing Education
Module: Building and Nurturing Partnerships. Submitted by
Marlis Merry.

RECENT ACTIVITIES

START Update By Chloe Canning

Happy New Year from START! Over the last
several months, START added new members to
the team and thanked those who participated in
the 2024-2025 cohort. Profiles of all current and
past START members can be found on the
TRANSECTS START page! 

The new 2025-2026 cohort has been busy
coming up with activities and ways to connect
with the TRANSECTS community over the next
year. To be as efficient as possible, the group
has split into subcommittees, including a TD
hackathon, a TD education subcommittee, a
professional development subcommittee, a
podcast, and more! 

We will also be continuing the START Speaker
Series! Look for an email advertising the
upcoming speakers! A big thank you to Kwanele
Siyengo, John Boakye-Danquah, and Erik
Aschenbrand for being our recent speakers! If
you missed any of their presentations, you can
find the recordings on the TRANSECTS YouTube
channel. If you have any inquiries or just want to
connect, feel free to reach out to start@usask.ca

USask Collaborative Autoethnography
Update By Dr. Mel Hamilton

A team of five participant-researchers is coming
together to explore what sustainability
education scholars are learning about building
inclusive, intercultural, and relational
partnerships with Indigenous Peoples and
communities. Through a series of shared
reflections and facilitated group conversations,
the team will examine experiences of ethical and
relational engagement, intercultural learning
and unlearning, power-sharing in research, and
the role of land-based learning and Indigenous
knowledges in sustainability education. By
reflecting on their own research journeys, the
group aims to surface practical insights that can
support more respectful, reciprocal, and
equitable research practices in higher education.

https://sens.usask.ca/transects/about/the-transects-network/profiles/marlis-merry.php
mailto:TRANSECTS@usask.ca
https://sens.usask.ca/transects/about/the-transects-network/meet-the-start.php
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https://www.youtube.com/@transectshub
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K2C-Wits Partnership Builds Momentum
Through Co-Learning By Dr. Wayne Twine

In 2025, the Kruger2Canyons Biosphere Region
(K2C) and University of the Witwatersrand
strengthened their partnership through
innovative co-learning activities. Four K2C staff
members, a Wits education academic and
education PhD student joined the online
honours ethnoecology course, creating valuable
exchanges between practitioners, students, and
academics from diverse backgrounds on
concepts such as knowledge systems and
worldviews. The course practicum that followed
fostered knowledge exchange between Wits
students and K2C Indigenous Knowledge
custodians. A memorable day in Phiring village
featured the community's sustainable food
garden and culturally significant tufa waterfall.
Participants shared a traditional meal at the
traditional authority's offices, followed by
facilitated discussions on scientific and
Indigenous knowledge regarding climate
change. Focus group discussions and a closing
workshop revealed meaningful co-learning that
had taken place while identifying improvements
for 2026. This pilot phase successfully explored
possibilities and built relationships, establishing
a strong foundation for the next phase of the
project.

Image: Indigenous Knowledge custodians showing
students their community demonstration food garden in
Phiring village. Submitted by Dr. Wayne Twine.

Co‑Creating Youth Teaching Resources on
Native Plants Within the Redberry Lake
Biosphere Region By Dr. Elaina Guilmette 

SENS Master of Environment and Sustainability
student Elizabeth Zdunich, supervised by faculty
member Dr. Elaina Guilmette, is exploring the
use of native plants as traditional medicines
within the Redberry Lake Biosphere Region.
Elizabeth is in the midst of working with
Mistawasis Elders, knowledge-keepers, and
community members to develop a teaching
resource that helps youth to learn about
relationship with the land.  Aligned with the
Saskatchewan Grade 6 Science curricular
outcomes, this seven-lesson resource will be
developed on principles of land-based learning
with the inclusion of Nêhiyawêwin (Cree
language) and Michif language learning as a
means of cultural affirmation, language
revitalization, education and reconciliation.  
Applying a qualitative case study methodology,
two neighboring, yet distinct, schools (Chief
Mistawasis School located on-reserve; Hafford
Central School located in Hafford, SK) will be
invited to use a land-based resource in their
grade 6 classrooms. This research is guided by
the question: How might educational resources,
co-created with Indigenous and non-Indigenous
educators and elders, contribute to intercultural
understanding, empathy, and mutual respect
among Indigenous and settler youth? 

Images: Native plants in the Redberry Lake Biosphere
Region. Submitted by Dr. Elaina Guilmette.
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https://sens.usask.ca/transects/about/the-transects-network/profiles/elaina-guilmette.php


Sharing Spencer Project Insights at EEASA
2025 By Dr. Mzukisi Kuse

From September 16 to 19, 2025, the
Environmental Education Association of
Southern Africa (EEASA) held its 43  conference
in Cape Town. EEASA is a voluntary membership
based multi-sectoral and multi-organisational
association of educators, researchers, policy
makers, students and practitioners. Eureta
Rosenberg, Mzukisi Kuse, Taryn Pereira and
Lutendo Mugwedi formed a panel to discuss,
“Bridging Worlds in Natural Resource
Governance”. The research and work occurring
in the Vhembe Biosphere Reserve (VBR) under
the Spencer project was presented by the panel
and it was themed as “conserving, connecting
and capacitating”. The tensions and conflicts
between conservation and development, and
engaging young entrepreneurs in the
biodiversity economy, were the key themes
discussed from the Spencer project in the VBR.
The panel presentation resonated with the
theme of the conference and EEASA delegates
were also made aware of the Spencer project
and about the greater TRANSECTS network.
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Regenerative Organizing in Biosphere
Regions By Brenda Wallace

The nineteen Biosphere Region organizations in
Canada engage people and resources to protect
key elements of biocultural diversity – species,
cultures, and languages – before they are lost. 
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Image: Spencer project team members at the EEASA
43rd Conference. Submitted by Dr. Mzukisi Kuse.

Inspired by this work, my research explores
connections to economic development to
secure resilience and support sustainability.
Together with people in Biosphere Regions, my
goal is to help organizations develop practices
for a growing abundance of biocultural diversity
in the places where people live and work.

My research investigates how entrepreneurship
might drive new spaces for harmonizing
conservation and development efforts by
bringing together diverse actors – government,
Indigenous, business, civil society – to learn,
innovate, and overcome the challenges that
often arise when environmental, social, and
economic sectors attempt to resolve issues
separately.

Utilizing a transdisciplinary mixed-methods
approach to bridge theory and practice, my
research enhances theoretical and practical
understanding of organizing for a regenerative
future through new practices and mutual
learning; new innovations for creating value
within communities and nature; and new long-
term, regenerative solutions. Ultimately, my goal
is to understand and support organizations in
Biosphere Regions in “regenerative organizing” –
arranging ecological, social, and economic
systems for adaptability and flourishing – to
create lasting benefits for regional biocultural
diversity.

Image: Canadian Biosphere Regions Association 2025 Annual
Gathering group photo. Submitted by Brenda Wallace.

https://sens.usask.ca/transects/about/the-transects-network/profiles/mzukisikuse.php
https://sens.usask.ca/transects/ongoing-research/regenerative-organizing-brenda-wallace/overview-page.php
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PhD Assistantship Opportunity at The
Pennsylvania State University By Dr. Anil
Kumar Chaudhary

The Department of Agricultural Economics,
Sociology, and Education at Pennsylvania State
University has funding available for a Ph.D.-
level assistantship starting Fall 2026 for a
student specializing in Program Evaluation or
Extension Education in the department's
Education, Development, and Community
Engagement graduate program. The funding is
provided through a National Science
Foundation (NSF) grant titled "National Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics
(STEM) Teacher Corps Pilot Program: Elevating
Elementary Teachers as the Frontier of STEM
Education," which aims to recognize
outstanding elementary STEM educators who
advance educational excellence in the Mid-
Atlantic Region.

The student will assist Dr. Anil Kumar
Chaudhary, the lead evaluator for the NSF
project, in conducting the evaluation.
Responsibilities include conducting literature
reviews; designing protocols for focus groups
and personal interviews; developing surveys
for project stakeholders; collecting data
through interviews, surveys, and ripple effect
mapping; and reporting results through
conference presentations, project reports, and
peer-reviewed journal articles. The student will
lead the project's evaluation efforts under the
guidance of the lead evaluator.

Interested candidates can email Dr. Anil Kumar
Chaudhary at auk259@psu.edu by 02/27/2026
with their most recent CV, a sample of their
academic writing in which they were the
primary author (please indicate your role in the
writing sample, e.g., conceptualization, data
collection and/or analysis, and the portions you
wrote), the contact information for three
references, and a brief message describing
how they are qualified for the position.

TRANSECTS Pilots New  Volunteer Program:
Catalyst By Dr. Maureen Reed and Stephanie Le
Courtois

The Catalyst Volunteer Program is a short-term
pilot volunteer program created in 2025 with
short-term funding from the SSHRC Research
Training partnership, TRANSECTS. Catalyst’s
objectives include to provide students, post-
docs, and faculty with meaningful learning
experiences “in community” and with
community-based organizations while
simultaneously embodying SENS’ commitment
to reciprocity with two institutional partners –
Mistawasis Nêhiyawak and Redberry Lake
Biosphere Region. In short, Catalyst provides
real-world opportunities for SENS “learners” of
all types to strengthen skills in transdisciplinary
sustainability science. We would like to invite
faculty, post-docs, and students in SENS to
participate in this program. The program is
malleable, and volunteer activities are based on
the desires of the partner communities.

Image: Planting a shelterbelt demonstration plot at
Redberry Lake Biosphere Region. Submitted by Stephanie
Le Courtois.
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Jana and Parmveer will collectively explore
Biosphere Region/Reserves (BRs) practitioners’
experiences of Transdisciplinary (TD) education
and collaboration activities and will synthesize
lessons learned and recommendations to guide
future TD-based initiatives from May to October
2026. Jana (from Germany) and Parmveer (from
Canada) will visit Canada and Germany,
respectively. During this research phase, Jana
and Parmveer will be mentored Dr. Maureen
Reed (TRANSECTS Project Director, Canada) and
Dr. Erik Aschenbrand (Country Co‑Director,
Germany), both in their home and host
institutions. Both interns will collaborate closely
and support each other’s work during all phases
of research. This international, intercultural, and
professional development opportunity will allow
both interns to utilize and expand their TD
research and evaluation capacity. Moreover, the
research findings will advance understanding of
BR needs for TD education and collaboration
activities, benefiting diverse TD scholars and
practitioners. As a result, the study will generate
lessons learned and action-oriented
recommendations for designing and
implementing TD-related educational and
research programs, especially for the
Transdisciplinary Evaluation Learning Labs in
the TRANSECTS program and for broader TD
communities, including BR practitioners and
Indigenous partners. Jagadeesh, a PhD student
at the Pennsylvania State University, United
States, will examine the perceived impacts of
hosting TILLs and the factors that influence
effective implementation from the perspectives
of BR managers and coordinators through
ripple-effect mapping in Canada. Jagadeesh’s
research will be hosted/supervised by Dr.
Maureen Reed and supported by his home
supervisor, Dr. Anil Kumar Chaudhary, from May
to July 2026. This comprehensive, evidence-
based evaluation of BRs will strengthen the
TRANSECTS program by guiding strategic BR
partnerships and providing an evaluative
framework applicable within and beyond
TRANSECTS. 

Catalyst is also a SENS-wide call to action. As
building and nurturing relationships and
demonstrating reciprocity when conducting
research are crucial when working ‘with’
community, Catalyst aims to illustrate SENS’
commitment to these principles. Therefore,
Catalyst’s final objective is to act as a catalyst for
a sustained, far-reaching volunteer initiative that
gives meaning to the partnership agreements
we have signed and to offer opportunities for
students and faculty to engage in
transdisciplinary work outside of the classroom
– hence the name. For more information,
including ways to contribute, please contact
Stephanie Le Courtois, Program Coordinator, at
skl321@usask.ca. 

TRANSECTS Interns Approved for Mitacs
Globalink Research Award By Dr. Parmveer
Singh, Jana Gengelbach, and Jagadeesh Naik
Kimavath

Jana Gengelbach, Parmveer Singh (PhD) and
Jagadeesh Naik Kimavath have received Mitacs
Globalink Research Award to support and
strengthen ongoing research initiatives within
the TRANSECTS program. 

Image: Shelterbelt demonstration plot at Redberry Lake
Biosphere Region, where each flag marks a tree. Submitted
by Stephanie Le Courtois.
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We welcomed a new cohort of START Advisors to
TRANSECTS in 2025. To learn more, view their
profiles on the TRANSECTS website under Students
and Trainees.

The Student Advisory Round Table (START) has been
working hard since the new cohort officially started in
the fall of 2025. Since then, START has undergone
strategic planning to help decide where to focus its
efforts to best support TRANSECTS. Ongoing initiatives
include the Buddy Program, starting a Speaker Series,
finding mentorship opportunities, and updating START
social media! The LinkedIn group, Instagram
(@transectshub), Facebook, and TRANSECTS website
are updated regularly, so check out any of those
platforms for the latest on what START is offering! 
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